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SUB J : ARMED FORCES REQUEST POSTPONEMENT OF ELECTIONS 

1. ARMED FORCES PRESENTED PRESIDENT BANZER WITH POLITICAL 
DOCUMENT DECEMBER 4, REQUESTING POSTPONEMENT OF ELECTIONS UNTIL 
"ADEQUATE POLITICAL CLIMATE AND THE TOTAL EXECUTION OF THE MINIMAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS OF THE NATIONALIST GOVERNMENT" HAVE BEEN 
ACHIEVED. DOCUMENT ALSO SUGGESTS THAT BANZER GOVERNMENT BROADEN 
FPN TO INCLUDE "CONSCIENTIOUS CITIZENS WISHIMDG TO CONTRIBUTE 

TO THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE BOLIVIAN PEOPLE," 
WHILE ACCEPTING WITHDRAWAL FROM FPN OF THOSE POLITICAL GROUPS 
WHICH PLACE "SECTARIAN OR PERSONAL INTERESTS "BEFORE THOSE OF 
GOVERNMENT AS A WHOLE. POLITICAL DOCUMENT IS SIGNED BY MINISTER 
OF DEFENSE, CHIEFOF GENERAL STAFF AND COMMANDERS OF ARMY. NAVY 
AND AIR FORCE. 

2. COMMENT: VIEWS EXPRESSED BY ARMED FORCES IN THIS DOCUMENT, 
ALTHOUGH PRESENTED AS 

"SUGGESTIONS" TO PRESIDENT BANZER, 

OBVIOUSLY CARRY GREAT POLITICAL WEIGHT AND WOULD BE DIFFICULT FOR 
ANY PRESIDENT OF BOLIVIA TO IGNORE. IN ANY EVENT, BANZER HIMSELF 
HAS BEEN REPORTED BY MANY SOURCES TO BE CONSIDERING 
POSTPONEMENT OF ELECTIONS OVER PAST TWO MONTHS. PRESENTATION OF 
ARMED FORCES DOCUMENT, AND ITS PUBLICATION IN DAILY PRESS, 

MAY THUS AFFORD BANZER CONVENIENT OPPORTUNITY TO ADOPT 
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DIFFICULT MEASURE WITH FULL PUBLIC SUPPORT OF ARMED FORCES. 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



STEDMAN 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMED FORCES, ELECTION CANCELLATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 05 DEC 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973LAPAZ07300 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: LA PAZ 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 9731 244/aaaabghl. tel 

Line Count: 62 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16-Jan-2002 by martinjw>; APPROVED <06-Feb-2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ARMED FORCES REQUEST POSTPONEMENT OF ELECTIONS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, MILL BL 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




